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EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, SP, US, MO 

SUBJECT: IMPACT OF SAHARA CRISIS ON US-SPANISH MILITARY RELATIONS 
REF: MADRID 7904 

1. FROM PERSPECTIVE OF RABAT, WE DO NOT BELIEVE A FURTHER BRIEFING 
OF SPANIARDS AT THIS TIME CONCERNING US-MOROCCAN MILITARY SUPPLY 
RELATIONSHIP WOULD BE HELPFUL, PARTICULARLY IN CONTEXT OF DELICATE 
SAHARA NEGOTIATIONS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY IN MADRID. THERE ARE 
ALSO POTENTIAL RISKS IN SUCH A BRIEFING FOR OUR BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIP WITH MOROCCO. 

2. WE CONTINUE TO ASSUME THAT KING HASSAN WOULD NOT HAVE CALLED 
OFF GREEN MARCH IF HE HAD NOT RECEIVED SOME VERY POSITIVE PRIOR 
ASSURANCES FROM GOS THAT A SAHARA SOLUTION SATISFACTORY TO 
MOROCCO WAS ON THE TRACKS. WITH TOP MOROCCAN TEAM NOW ENTER- 
ING SECOND DAY OF ITS NEGOTIATIONS IN MADRID, WE WOULD EXPECT 
VERY SHORTLY TO HAVE FAIRLY CONCRETE INDICATIONS WHETHER THE 
CONFLICT BETWEEN SPAIN AND MOROCCO OVER THE SAHARA IS INDEED 
ENDING. A FRIEFING JUST NOW ON OUR ARMS SUPPLIES TO MOROCCO 
SEEMS UNLIKELY TO MAKE ANY POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO ONGOING 
NEGOTIATIONS. WHAT IS WORSE, IT COULD CONCEIVABLY EVEN PLAY 
INTO HANDS OF HARDLINERS. 
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3. IF A SPANISH-MOROCCAN SETTLEMENT ON SAHARA IS IN FACT 
IMMINENT, OUR ARMS SUPPLY ARRANGEMENTS WITH MOROCCO SHOULD 
NOT PROVE TO BE ANY MORE THAN A PASSING BURDEN ON US-SPANISH 
RELATIONS. IF MOROCCO AND SPAIN ARE INDEED ABLE TO ENTER A NEW 
PERIOD OF CONFLUENT INTERESTS, SPAIN MAY WELL COME TO VIEW MORE 
FAVORABLY US-MOROCCAN MILITARY COOPERATION AS A SIGNIFICANT 
CONTRIBUTION TO FIRMNESS OF MOROCCO'S WESTERN ORIENTATION. 

WITH DEVELOPMENT OF MORE NORMAL MOROCCAN-SPANISH RELATIONS, 
SPANIARDS IN ANY CASE WILL PRESUMABLY BE MORE INCLINED TO 
RECOGNIZE THAT OUR MILITARY SUPPLIES WILL HAVE ONLY A GRADUAL 
EFFECT ON MOROCCAN MILITARY POSTURE OVER PERIOD OF YEARS AND 
THAT EVEN THEN MOROCCO IS HARDLY LIKELY TO POSE ANY SERIOUS 
OFFENSIVE MILITARY CHALLENGE TO SPAIN. 

4. ANOTHER FACTOR BEARING ON QUESTION OF FURTHER BRIEFING 

FOR SPANIARDS RELATES TO GOS’ HAVING PASSED ON TO ALGERIANS THE 
DETAILED DATA WE PROVIDED SPAIN IN CONFIDENCE PREVIOUSLY (ALGIERS 
3294). ALGERIA IS, OF COURSE, PRIME ENEMY IN MOROCCAN EYES, 

AND IF GOM GOT WIND OF THE LEAK, THIS LIKELY TO BE VIEWED BY 
MOROCCANS AS SERIOUS ACT OF BAD FAITH ON OUR PART. 
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